Testing the limits: special treatment procedures for child and adolescent partial hospitalization.
How does a child and/or adolescent partial hospitalization program structure care for patients who are suicidal, assaultive, or combative or using drugs? Special treatment procedures designed for use in child and adolescent partial hospitalization programs must adequately address the issue of safety and involve the family and the community, while maintaining the patient in the least-restrictive environment. This paper deals with management of child and adolescent partial hospitalization patients whose behavior and level of impulsivity have escalated to the point where they require special programs. Special treatment procedures for dealing with patients displaying aggressive, acting-out behaviors, noncompliance with program rules, suicidal or runaway ideation, and drug usage are described.